SCIENCE AND  THEOLOGY

any religion is just the one we are prone to ask first,
namely, Is it true ? A much safer question is, Is it
saving ? That is, does it hold men up to a higher
standard of life and duty than they were otherwise
capable of ? Does it cheer and sustain them in their
journey through this world ? Could the religion of
Greece have faced the question. Is it true ? And
yet the German historian of Greece, Dr. Curtius,
says that the religion of Apollo " was nowhere in-
troduced without taking hold of and transforming
the whole life of the people. It liberated men from
dark and groveling worship of Nature; it converted
the worship of a god into the duty of moral eleva-
tion; it founded expiations for those oppressed with
guilt, and for those astray, without guidance, sacred
oracles." Can historical Christianity any better face
the question, Is it true? Did all these events fall
out as set down in the New Testament ? Are they
set in their true light ? And yet who besides Pro-
fessor Clifford dare say that Christianity has not
been a tremendous power in elevating and civilizing
the European nations ?

Science affirms that every child born of woman
since the world began belonged to the human species,
and had an earthly father; theology affirms that this
is true of every child but one: one child, born in
Judea over eighteen hundred years ago, was an ex-
ception, was indeed very God himself. Theology
makes a similar-claim with regard to the Bible. It
